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Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-5:00 pm; Fri. 8:30 am-noon 

(828) 456-3993 
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www.facebook.com/LongsChapel 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 

Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God love's pure light. 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth. 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth  

December 2017 
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Cross Ties 

Ready or not, here I come! 
 
If your childhood was like mine, you clearly remember those words.  For me, hide and seek mostly 
happened with my friends in the church where I grew up in the middle part of the state.  I was often at 
church as night as my mom and dad had meetings. And in the days before “Safe Sanctuary,” we hung 
out unsupervised and played all kinds of games around the church grounds.   
 
One of our staple games was hide and seek, where everyone would scatter except the one who had been 
deemed “IT” (that was way before IT was associated with creepy clowns, storm drains and red 
balloons). The selected person would count out loud and then go on the hunt for anyone who had 
hidden. When you have a whole church building and grounds to hide among, that’s a fun game.  After 
the person would finish counting, they would often say, “Ready or not, here I come!”  And it was at that 
moment, if you hadn’t hidden you better find a space quick.  Whether you were ready or not, time was 
up.   
 
The season of Christmas hits me like that phrase because I am most often not ready, and Christmas 
comes anyway regardless of my readiness meter.  How about you?  What preparations must you make 
for Christmas to come? I will remind you that the gifts, shopping, parties, festivities, parades, hustle and 
bustle - as lovely as they may be, are not essential to the season.  Christmas will come with or without 
the trappings. I find myself putting more emotional and spiritual energy into optional parts of the season 
and not always having enough left over for the spiritual journey of receiving the Christ child for another 
year and allowing Him to rearrange my world and my celebration.   
 
May I invite you to find a few “non-negotiables” in this Advent Season: 
 

1. Make time to spend with God (morning, mid day, evening or nighttime - I don’t think the time of 
day matters to God at all). 

2. Get lost in the mystery of the season and receive this season with the eyes of child-like faith. 

3. Find extra ways to give Christmas away.  This is a season for generosity.  Practice unexpected 
generosity that would make no sense if Jesus 
weren’t real.  He is real, so be generous.   

4. Spend time with somebody who needs an 
extra dose of you this holiday season.   
 
We are so focused on the presents we often 
forget to be PRESENT.  Prepare your heart to 
MAKE HIM ROOM! Worship every chance 
you get.  We will get lost in this season if we 
don’t carve out essential time to worship God.   
 
 With all that said, “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel!”  Because we are ready for you to 
come. 
 

Rev. Chris Westmoreland 

Lead Pastor  

The magic of 

Christmas  is not 

in the presents but in 

His presence.  
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AS OF 11.3.17  
Memorials 

THE OPERATING FUND 

In Memory of: Celia Medford 

By: Patsy Medford 

In Memory of: Helen Hughes Rice 

By: The Bob Hughes Family 

 Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

In Memory of: James Williamson 

By: Stephen & Lovenda Mears 

 Carroll & Judy Turner 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 

In Memory of: Peg Burnett 

By: James & Faye Wagoner 

THE OPEN DOOR 

In Memory of: James Williamson 

By: Robert & Fran Miller 

THE BUILDING FUND 

In Memory of: Gil Peck 

By: Gary & Suzanne Strong 

Honorariums 
KNITTING MINISTRIES 

In Honor of: Sarah McConnell 

By: Jane High 

 

THE EACH INITIATIVE 

In Honor of: Jacque Jacobs 70th Birthday 

By: Sandra Cremer 

 

   

Betty Inman by Profession of Faith 

Janet Arrington by Letter of Transfer 

Kelly & Sandra Council by Letters of Transfer 

Mark & Barb Timmington by Letters of Transfer 

Ed & Gloria Lobnitz by Letters of Transfer 

Steve & Jerri Harris by Reaffirmation of Faith 

Merry Christmas from 

the staff at  

Long’s Chapel!  
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Gift Wrapping Fun  

For the 5th consecutive year, the Outreach/Evangelism Team will wrap 

Christmas gifts for free as a gift to our community. This year we will be 

at the K-Mart Plaza in Waynesville from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. We need 

3 people to work each hour of the 4-hour event. So, a total of 12 people 

will help us reach out to our community. Please consider helping for one 

hour, and begin by signing up now in the church office or in the 

Gathering Area. You may also call the office at 456-3993. This is a 

wonderful way to show God’s love and reflect Jesus! Thank you in 

advance!  

On Wednesday, December 13, the monthly meeting 
of the Western North Carolina Christian Writers 
Fellowship will be held from 12:00 to 3:00 pm at 

Ellen Russell’s house (236 Goldfinch Lane, Clyde, 
NC). Published and unpublished authors are 

welcome. Celebrate the gift of writing and join us 
for lunch, followed by a time of sharing a 

Christmas-themed letter, article, story, or devotion 
you’ve written. For more info, contact Denise 

Loock at denise@lightningeditingservices.com or 
Ellen Russell at crabtreejoy@gmail.com.  

Thank you for your support of our Acts 
2:42 meal and classes!  We will be taking 
a holiday break beginning the week of 
Thanksgiving and resuming our dinners 
on Wednesday, January 10!  Check your 
January Chapel Chatter for a list of class 
offerings and menus. 

January Blood Drive  

 

Have you ever saved a life?  You can save up to 3 lives 
with one donation of whole blood at our blood drive on 
Monday, Jan. 29 in the Fellowship Hall. We will be open 
from 8 am to 7 pm. We want to continue our goal for 
more than 100 units. Please sign up at the blood drive 
table in the Gathering Area between services on Jan. 21 
and 28, online at www.redcrossblood.org or call Gary 
Strong at (828) 476-7807. We need both whole blood 
donors and those that can give double red blood cells, as 
well as lots of volunteers to register donors, work the 
canteen and provide refreshments. Please pray for the 
success of this drive so we may help those in our 
community and region who have a critical need of this 
life-saving and vital blood. 
 

Sincere Condolences to… 
 Jesse Patmore and family on the death of his father, Louis E. Patmore, on October 23, 2017. 

 Farrah Lasley and family on the death of her grandmother, Connie Duncan, on October 24, 2017. 

 Carolyn Thorne and family on the death of her husband, Robert (Bob) Thorne, on October 28, 2017. 

 Rita Carver and family on the death of her father, Dan Cope, on November 7, 2017. 

 Paul Moran and family on the death of his father, Joseph Edward Moran, on November 11, 2017. 

 

mailto:denise@lightningeditingservices.com
mailto:crabtreejoy@gmail.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
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“Walking” Christmas Float  

The Evangelism/Outreach Team is planning a “walking” Christmas float made up 

of Long’s Chapel family and friends. We are looking for 100 persons to walk the 

parade route giving out treats, smiling, greeting, and carrying the Long’s Chapel 

banner. Individuals and groups are asked to contact the church office to sign up for 

a special time of presenting love to our community. The parade is December 4 

beginning at 6:00 pm. We will walk from Angelo’s Pizza below the Presbyterian 

Church up Main Street to Bogart’s. Come on Long’s Chapel! The theme is 

“Christmas Smokies Style.” Let’s make a difference by showing up 100 persons 

strong! Sunday school groups, youth, children, study groups!! Call the church 

office today to sign up! 

Christmas Angels Gift Ministry 2017 

Wish lists will be available for the final Sunday on December 3. All wrapped gifts should be 

brought to the Fellowship Hall on Gift Collection Day, Friday, December 8 from 7:30 am to 

7 :00 pm.  If possible, please bag all gifts in one bag.  Black trash bags work well.  Volunteers 

are still needed if you would like to wrap presents on that Friday or assist in the sorting of the 

gifts.  Gifts will be delivered on Delivery Day Saturday, December 9.  Volunteers to deliver the 

gifts are always needed.  To help deliver gifts, meet in the Fellowship Hall at 8 am on Saturday.   

If the weather is bad, then the following Snow Dates have been established: 

Snow Date Collection Day is Friday, December 15 

Snow Date Delivery Day is Saturday, December 16 

To volunteer, contact Dawn Brown at 828-421-1760.  For more information, contact  

Wanda Austin at 828-342-5079. 

Advent Devotional – Awaken 

More than 2000 years ago, God began to awaken folks to a new 
reality, “I am doing something new” (Isaiah 43:19).  John the 
Baptist helped to prepare and awaken folks for what would occur 
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah.  
Advent is a season focused on the coming of, preparing for, and 
awakening to the gift of Jesus.  Read, pray, reflect and serve each 
day with us during this season through our devotional, Awaken. 
Each day a different voice within Long’s Chapel invites us to 
center, focus and awaken.  Be sure to receive your free copy 
following worship beginning Sunday, December 3. 
 

The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and 

they will call him 
Immanuel. 

-Matthew 1:23 
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Adjusted Schedule of Deadlines for 
Chapel Chatter 

& Bulletin Announcements Requests 
Due to holiday schedules in November and December, 

deadlines have been adjusted as follows: 

 Chapel Chatter Deadlines (by noon):  

For Jan. issue: Sat., Dec. 2 
 

Bulletin (and Verbals, Web Page, Poster) Deadlines (by 

noon): For 12/10: Mon., Dec. 4; For 12/17: Thurs., Dec. 7; 

For 12/24: Mon., Dec. 11;  

For 12/31: Thurs., Dec. 14 

 If you have questions or need more information, please 

contact Lynn at 456-3993, ext. 102 or 

carpenter@longschapel.com. 

A NOTE FROM THE  

FINANCE OFFICE… 

The Finance Office will be open for 

year-end giving assistance only on 

Friday, Dec. 29 from 9:00 am to 2:00 

pm. Please call Lynnette Baez, Finance 

Manager at 828-456-3993 x101 to 

make an appointment during this time. 

For your convenience, there is a secure 

drop-box next to the front door of the 

church office. All contributions 

received or post-marked after Dec. 31 

will be applied to your 2018 

contribution record. 

Psalms Study  

The Book of 

Psalms has served 

as the worship 

manual for God’s 

people for more 

than 2,500 years. 

Everything we 

need to know 

about a lifestyle of praise and adoration is addressed in the 

150 psalms. 

Join us on Monday mornings at 10:00 in room 210 for a time 

of stillness before God so we can focus on His Word. Each 

class features a one-session study of a psalm. In December, 

we’ll meet on December 4 and 11, then we’ll take a winter 

break until Monday, January 22. We welcome seasonal 

residents and vacationing visitors. Contact Denise Loock at 

deniseloock@gmail.com for more information.  

Snapchat Fun 

 
Don’t forget to use the Long’s Chapel 
Advent and Christmas Eve Snapchat 
filter during Sundays in Advent.  This 
is a great way to share the narrative of 
the Advent season with your friends 
and family on social media.  Say 
cheese! 
 

What to do when inclement weather 

hits our area… 

Changes in Sunday’s worship schedule will 

be posted no later than 7:00 am on any 

Sunday morning when weather is a factor. 

Check the website, Facebook or WLOS-TV. 

On Wednesdays, changes in our 

Acts 2:42 schedule will be posted 

no later than 1:00 pm. 

Holiday Closures 

The church office will be closed for the Christmas/New 

Year holidays beginning December 22 (at noon) and will 

reopen on Tuesday, January 2. The Child Enrichment Cen-

ter will be closed December 22 through January 1.  

mailto:deniseloock@gmail.com
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9:00 & 10:30 am: Christmas Eve Morning Worship (Sanctuary)  
Do you have afternoon and evening plans with your family? This year we have added two morning worship opportunities 
for our Christmas Eve services. Come join us in the Sanctuary as the children inspire us with their telling of the Christmas 
story. Join our Long's Chapel Choir as they lead us in joyful, traditional Christmas music. We will conclude both services 
with the celebration of Christmas Eve communion. Nursery available for children ages 3 and younger. 9:00 am service will 
be interpreted for The Deaf. 10:30 am service will be live-streamed. 
  
5:00 pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Celebration (Sanctuary)  
Bring your friends and family members to the Sanctuary to share in this exuberant and joyful, contemporary celebration of 
Christ’s birth led by our Praise Team. Be inspired as Pastor Chris Westmoreland shares the wonder of the Christmas story. 
Nursery available for children ages 3 and younger. 
  
6:00 pm: Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship (Venue)  
Are you looking for an intimate, informal, and modern celebration of the birth of Christ? Bring your friends and family for 
a jubilant and inspiring worship experience led by our eleven05 Team. Be encouraged as Pastor Justin Lowe shares the 
wonder of the Christmas story. Nursery available for children ages 3 and younger. 
 

7:00 pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Celebration (Sanctuary)  
This service is identical in content to our 5:00 pm service. Bring your friends and family members to the Sanctuary to share 
in this exuberant and joyful, contemporary celebration of Christ’s birth led by our Praise Team. Be inspired as Pastor Chris 
Westmoreland shares the wonder of the Christmas story. No nursery available. This service will be interpreted for The Deaf 
and will be live-streamed. 
 

11:00 pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight-Communion Vigil (Venue)  

Do you desire to worship at a time when the noise of the world is quieted by the hush of the eleven o’ clock hour? Imagine 

a worship experience of quiet beauty in which we anticipate the dawn of Christmas at the hour of midnight. Come join us 

for a special acoustic-led worship experience in The Venue, led by Pastor Justin Lowe. 
 

Sunday, December 31: New Year’s Eve Morning (Back on regular schedule) 

Join us as we get back to our regular Sunday morning schedule and usher in the New Year by recommitting ourselves to 

“Living Sent” through the Wesley Covenant Communion Service at all five worship opportunities (8:20, 9:40, 11:00 am in 

Sanctuary; 9:40, 11:05 am in The Venue.) 
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We hope you will visit 
Second Blessing Thrift Store  

this Holiday Season! 

I’m Grateful 

As we approach Christmas, I am thankful that my life is replete 

with so many blessings.  Not to suggest that I never have need, 

but normally it is my wants that I am concerned with.  Recent-

ly, I left home without my debit card or cash.  I almost pan-

icked when I discovered I might not have enough to buy my 

lunch.  That’s hardly a crisis! 

 
Then I thought of many that we minister to at The Open Door.  

Without characterizing everyone into “one size fits all,” com-

mon threads run through those we serve.  The gamut runs from 

extreme cases where survival mode is the constant companion 

in every area of their lives to sudden life-changing circum-

stances that get people sidelined for a short period of time. 

 
I’m thankful today that I have not recently received a pink slip, 

or had the very foundations of my existence shaken through 

unforeseen events.  I’m grateful that I have not been threatened 

with the loss of a roof over my head or faced the news of a ma-

jor health concern.  I am grateful that a domestic crisis has not 

left me dealing with emotional scars and left me wondering 

what I will do to stay above water and keep my children safe 

and protected.  I am blessed not to have a major addiction nip-

ping at my heels attempting to undo my sense of well-being. 

 
My near panic over leaving my debit card at home is of small 

consequence in comparison with what a lot of people have left 

behind.  My prayer today is “God, don’t let me lose touch with 

the reality that so many I deal with each day are going 

through.”  I don’t want to be so coddled by a culture of comfort 

that I lose touch with those who are hurting.   

 
You may want to join me in that prayer. 

 
Perry Hines 

Director 
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Saturday, December 9, LCKids will be providing a day of PNO from 9:30 am until 2:30 pm 
for ages 3 months-5th grade. Sign up by emailing Wendy.  Deadline for registering is 
Thursday, December 7.  This day is a great opportunity during the holiday season to 
complete errands or take a deep breath. The date will fill up fast, so register quickly. 

 
For more information or to register, email Wendy McKenzie at 

wendy.mckenzie@longschapel.com. 

Happy Birthday, Jesus Party! 
 
Children love birthday parties and they love 
celebrating Jesus, so on Sunday, December 

10, Children’s Ministry invites you to 
celebrate the most important birthday ever.  

During the 9:40 hour, kids will gather 
together for a party that spans over two 

centuries. 

Thank you to our amazing LCKids 

volunteers. We couldn't do  

it without you!  

mailto:wendy.mckenzie@longschapel.com
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K(ap)OW Kids 

We are having a blast down in the children’s area with K(ap)OW Kids.  
This version of Kids-Only worship allows us to reinforce the lessons 
that grown-ups are learning upstairs in the Venue and Sanctuary.  In 
that way, families can talk together about what they are learning 
about God’s love.  K(ap)OW reminds us that Kids are part of Worship, 
that Kids actively participate in Worship, and that Kids absolutely 
praise in their own forms of Worship.  
 
During the month of December, K(ap)OW Kids will be focused on 
Giving Everything to God. 
 

Nursery Guidelines 

 
Because we share space with a licensed childcare facility, there are time constraints for 
when we can serve in the nursery area on weekdays.  Please note that we cannot 
move into classrooms until after 6 pm and must be moving out of the classrooms by  
8 pm to allow for cleaning before the next morning.   
 
With these guidelines in place, please note the following requirements for drop off and 
pick up. Drop off can begin at 6:15 pm in a designated space  for official childcare and 
programming to begin at 6:30 pm. 

A Note from Sally 
We love having a chance to partner with parents for a Par-
ents’ Day Out in December. There are few times of the year 
when you are running as hard to make certain to have every-
thing in place. We love that we get the chance to spend time 
with your kids while you are making certain the I’s are dotted 
and the T’s are crossed.   
 

It is our desire that each family who takes part in our PDO 
will take a few moments of time for themselves. We do not 
want children to connect the season of Advent with being 
stressed out. 

So, please enjoy a hot cup of coffee, a slowly sipped cup of 
cider or tea, or just a few moments to catch your breath.  
 

Thanks for letting us be a part of 
your family in this season and 
every season. 
 

Sally  

“And anyone who 

welcomes a little 

child like this on 

my behalf is  

welcoming me.” 

Matthew 18:5 NLT  
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Shawn Winburn 

Director of Youth Ministries 

828-456-3993 ext. 205 

shawn.winburn@longschapel.com 

Lindsey Ebaugh 

Youth Coordinator 

828-456-3993 ext. 206 

lindsey.ebaugh@longschapel.com 

Facebook: shawn.winburn/revolutionyouth 

Revolution Student Ministry 

Welcome to Revolution Student Ministry at Long's Chapel UMC.  We want our youth ministry to be the catalyst in preparing our 

students to live spiritually bold lives in a culture desperately needing to see the difference that living for Christ makes.  The apostle 

Paul explains that we are in a spiritual battle and calls us all to “be alert, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong and to love with-

out ceasing!”  We want our youth ministry to ignite students into spiritual revolution.  Our program is intended to be a training and 

proving ground for the next generation of more fully devoted followers of Christ. 

Revolution Student Ministries meets three times per week: 

Vertical Thought Sunday School– Our Sunday school class meets in The Underground during the 9:40-10:40 worship hour.  We 

start at 9:40 and youth are welcome to come early to have some snacks and fellowship before class!  We will be going through the 

Bible together and dissecting it verse by verse.  You are invited to join our lively class as we learn, ask, and grow together!   

Sunday Night Youth – Revolution Youth meets from 3:45 pm to 6 pm in The Underground followed by our snack supper till 7 pm. 

(Want to help out with our snack suppers? Contact Kristin Gruner at 828-246-4006.) Everyone is invited to gather with us as we play 

all kinds of unique and fun games, hang out in The Underground, sing our hearts out in worship led by the youth praise band, engage 

in thought-provoking messages by the youth leaders, and get into breakout group sessions to get deeper into understanding what it 

means to be a teenager who wants to be a part of God’s kingdom here on earth!  Bring money each Sunday for our Compassion Kids 

and come out and be a part of our youth family!  See you then! 

Life Groups – Life Groups meet on Wednesday nights from 6:30pm to 8pm.  We have a group that is just right for you! We have 

middle school and high school groups available: Middle school girls, middle school boys, high school girls X2, high school boys, 

parent class for parents of youth and children.  

December 
Sunday, Dec. 3: Sunday school in the Underground from 9:40 to 10:45 am  AND  Sunday 

Night Youth from 3:45 to 6 pm  in Underground followed by snack supper until 7 pm. 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 6: No More Parent Class/ Life Groups for 2017…BUT we are having our: 

Youth Volunteer Appreciation Holiday Party—All youth volunteers are invited to attend a 

party thrown in honor of the importance and appreciation we have for our adult volunteers. We 

will meet up at Smokey Shadows Lodge, Maggie Valley, NC from 6 pm to 9 pm to share in 

memories of the year, play silly games, and eat our weight in desserts. In order for that to hap-

pen, we ask that everyone attending please bring a dessert to share AND all volunteers in at-

tendance are encouraged to bring their significant other. Please RSVP to Lindsey at 

Ebaugh@longschapel.com ASAP!!! 

 

Sunday, Dec. 10– Last Youth Extravaganza!! We will be heading over to Western Carolina 

Rescue Mission in Asheville to donate sleeping bags and cold weather items that have been 

collected since November. We also get a chance to serve hot cocoa to the residents as well as 

fellowship with them! After that, we will head back to the Fellowship Hall at LCUMC to have 

our  annual Eggnog-Chug-and-Chili-Dinner-Buffet :) Meet at the church parking lot at 4:15 pm to leave for Asheville; we will be back 

to the Fellowship Hall around 6:30 pm, and we will end the event by 8:00 pm. Parents, we need people to please cook and bring chili/

hot soup to serve for this event!! We can’t do it without you! If you want to help, please contact Kristin at kristingruner@live.com  :) 

  

End of Fall Semester— Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

mailto:Lindsey.ebaugh@longschapel.com
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Knitting Ministries 
 

The first meeting of Knitting Ministries took place on June 19, 2003. Since then, we have been meeting 
every Thursday from 10:00 am to noon in room 210 of Long’s Chapel to work on charity knitting. The 
knitters make sweaters, baby things, hats, lapgans, blankets, dish cloths, potholders, and dress teddy bears. 
We knit Prayer Stoles, which are delivered by our church to people who are going through a difficult time 
in their lives and need comfort and prayers. A devotion booklet with Bible readings and prayers 
accompanies each stole. We also knit Baptism Blankets for Long’s Chapel UMC to present to each child 
that is baptized.  
 
We serve the following community agencies: five nursing homes, Reach of Haywood County, Children’s 
Development Service, Department of Social Services, and Tuscola High School. We celebrated our annual 
Blessing of the Gifts on November 11, 2017. The blessed gifts will be delivered to our community agencies. 

During 2017, we knitted/crocheted 489 gifts. 
 
The knitters share friendship and fun together! We take field trips 
to check out yarn shops, have meetings at various homes so that 
we can “sit and knit on the porch” and we go out for lunch 
together. As well as working on charity projects, we exchange 
knitting techniques, answer questions on personal projects, give 
knitting lessons and enjoy the camaraderie of our group. 
 
So what started out as 6 knitters has now turned into 35 knitters – 
and we are still growing!  
 
For further information, contact Cynthia Youse, 828-456-5390. 

Prison/Jail Ministry News 

 
Addressing inmate Christmas cards:  Wednesday, December 13 at 4 pm.  Come join us as we address Christmas 
cards to inmates and former inmates in the Fellowship Hall.  For many of these persons, this may be the only Christmas 
greeting they will receive during the holidays.  Also, we are sending greetings for a new group of inmates gathered from 
the November Kairos Weekend at Craggy Prison in Asheville.  Generally this activity takes about an hour and will 
brighten the holidays for the men, many of whom will be sadly neglected.  Please come join us!! 
 
Thank you note from Jeff Emblu, an inmate at Craggy Prison in Asheville:  Dear Friends, though I don’t know any 
of you personally, I do know that you are my brothers and sisters in Christ. I know and believe that I could not endure 
this trial without the faithful prayers from people like you.  So, to those who 
so faithfully pray and send encouraging cards, thank you.  It’s because of 
your love and support, I can make it through one day at a time.   
Thank you for serving Jesus. ~Jeff  
 
First Prison Committee meeting in 2018:  Wednesday, January 10 at 4 
pm, room 204  behind the Venue.  Come and help us launch this crucial 
ministry for the new year.       
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Knowing God Leads to Generosity 
 
For many of us, this is the time of year we reflect on current and future giving. It might start with 
thoughts of celebrating Christmas. Psalm 116:12 reminds and asks us, “How can I repay the 
Lord for all His goodness to me?” We have had an opportunity to reflect on our giving to date 
and to consider our planned commitment to giving for 2018 to support Christ’s church. About 
6 years ago, United Methodist Bishop Robert Schnase wrote a 4-week daily study about the 
grace of giving called “Practicing Extravagant Generosity.” Some of his wisdom follows. 
The key principle he explores through Scripture is based on the concept that knowing God 
leads to generosity. James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father.” This is fundamental to understanding that all material things in our life 
(our money, house, cars, property) are owned by and belong to God. We are stewards charged 
with managing them for God’s purposes.  
 
Our obvious tendency is to think they are owned by us and that we earned them through hard work. 
That line of thinking leads us to believe that when we give back to God, it is something that belongs to 
us. Bishop Schnase suggests that will lead us to thinking that God should be grateful to us for our 
generosity in giving Him a percentage of all we have earned, rather than our feeling grateful for the 
privilege of using what belongs to God. 
 
Generosity begins with knowing God, then to trusting God, and eventually to a life of 
contentment enjoying a personal relationship with Jesus. That's what Paul was telling the 
church in Corinth about what happened with the Macedonian churches. God showered them 
with grace and overflowing joy in keeping with their generosity. 2 Corinthians Chapter 8 tells 
the whole story, but I love verse 7 which concludes with, “see that you also excel in the grace 
of giving.” 
 
It is certainly not Biblical to promote giving by using fear, guilt, pressure, and shame as motivation. 
Giving generously is all about knowing and loving God. It is so much deeper than our holiday 
giving to family and friends. Remember what a rush of joy and happiness we experience when 
we watch children tear open their gifts? Well, consider the joy in heaven when we give back to 
God with a generous heart. When speaking of giving the tithe, God says in Malachi 3:10, “Test 
me in this and see if I don't open heaven itself to you and pour out blessings beyond your 
wildest dreams.” (From the Message) 
 
Giving back to God through the tithe challenges us to ask ourselves basic questions about our 
motives for giving. Do I give out of habit or routine? Do I give the same amount every Sunday -  
month after month, year after year? Am I honoring God in my giving and acknowledging that 
everything I have comes from His hand? Bishop Schnase makes a statement worth quoting, 
“The practice of tithing is not merely about what God wants us to do, but about the kind 
of person God wants us to become.” 
 
The joy we experience in ministry around Long’s Chapel is evidence of the truth in 2 Corinthians 
9:11. “You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity.” A special ‘thank you’ to all of 
you for allowing me to serve in the often-sensitive area of stewardship responsibility. It gives me a 
wonderful opportunity to see the fruits of your often Extravagant Generosity and the joy and 
blessings it produces. Your funding of the basic church operating budget with your tithe and then 
further even deeper sacrificial giving for special causes is a source of great joy and blessings for all of 
us. 
 

Tom Fogarty for Stewardship Ministry 
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December Calendar of Events  

Sundays (not 12/24) 

• 8:20, 9:40 & 11:00 Adult Sunday school (8:20: Children’s  

    Church #309; 9:40: Children’s & Youth Sunday school classes) 

• 8:20 AM Contemporary Worship Sanct (Children’s msg. 8:20) 

• 9:40 AM Contemporary Worship Sanct/Venue  

• 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Sanct 

• 11:00 AM K(ap)OW for Kids (PreK-5th) #312 

• 11:05 AM eleven05 Modern Worship Venue 

• 2:00 PM Youth Praise Band rehrsl UG (ends 12/10) 

• 3:45 PM Revolution Youth UG/100/101 (ends 12/10) 

Mondays (not 12/25) 

• 10:00 AM Women’s Psalms Bible study #210  

• 12:30 PM Pure in Heart Arts/Crafts/Comp Ed Class #102/5 

• 1:00 PM Monday Prayer group #204 

• 5:30 PM G.S. Trps 30098, 1791, 30032, 30067 mtgs 

#108/202/204/210/Venue 

• 6:45 PM Cub Scouts mtgs #101/2/5/8/202/210/Venue 

• Tuesdays (not 12/26) 

• 7:30 AM Men’s Bible study #101 

• 9:00 AM Neighborhood Bible study #505 (ends 12/12) 

• 5:30 PM eleven05 Musicians Venue 

• 6:00 PM Spirit Builders Men’s grp #210 

• 7:00 PM Boy Scouts mtg #101/102/5/8 

Wednesdays (not 12/27) 

• 10:40 AM CEC Chapel Sanct 

• 5:00 PM Pure in Heart class #102/5 

• 6:15 PM Bell Choir rehrsl Bell Room 

• 6:30 PM Youth Life Grps MH/202/501/502/506 (ends 12/6) 

• 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehrsl #413  

Thursdays (not 12/28)  

• 10:00 AM Knitting Ministries #210  

• 1:00 PM Prayer Group #506 

• 4:00 PM eleven05 Band rehrsl Venue  

• 6:30 PM Praise Band rehrsl Sanct (not on 12/7) 

Fridays 

• 7:30 PM Fresh Start NA Mtg. #210 (not on 12/22 or 12/29) 

 

Fri., Dec. 1 

• 6:00 PM UMW WOW dinner #101 

Sat., Dec. 2 

• 9:00 AM Art & Spiritual Direction Grp 

#210 

• 10:30 AM Christmas Eve Rehrsl/

Decorating Sanct/Venue/#413 

• 11:30 AM UMW Luncheon #101 

Sun., Dec. 3 

• 2:30 PM eleven05 Creative Desn Tm mtg 

Venue 

• 3:30 PM G.S. Troop #30586 mtg #202/204 

Mon., Dec. 4 

• 4:00 PM Capital Campaign Exec Tm mtg 

#503 

• 6:00 PM Capital Campaign Steering Tm 

mtg #505 

Tues., Dec. 5 

10:00 AM Susanna Wesley Link mtg  

5:00 PM Nominations mtg #503 

Wed., Dec. 6 

• 6:00 PM Praise Band rehrsl Sanct 

Thurs., Dec. 7 

• 7:00 AM Haywd Co. Men’s Brkfast  

    Terrace Hotel 

• 7:00 PM Compassionate Friends mtg #210 

Sat., Dec. 9 

• 10:00 AM Parent Support Ntwk mtg #505 

Tues., Dec. 12 

10:00 AM AGAPE Link mtg #102/5 

Wed., Dec. 13 

• 10:00 AM UMW YES Link mtg #210 

• 4:00 PM Prison/Jail Min card writing #101 

Thurs., Dec. 14 

• 6:15 PM G.S. Service Unit mtg #202 

Sat., Dec. 16 

• 10:30 AM Christmas Eve Choir rehrsl 

#413/Sanct 

Sun., Dec. 17 

• 4:00 PM Blue Christmas Worship Venue 

Wed., Dec. 20 

• 1:00 PM Christian Writers mtg #210 

Thurs., Dec. 21 

• 12:00 PM Fancy Free #101 

Sat., Dec. 23 

• 10:30 AM Christmas Eve Choir rehrsl 

#413/Sanct 

Sun., Dec. 24 

• 9:00 AM Christmas Eve Morning Worship 

Sanct 

• 10:30 AM Christmas Eve Morning Wor-

ship Sanct 

• 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Cele-

bration Sanct 

• 6:00 PM Candlelight Christmas Eve Wor-

ship Venue 

• 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Cele-

bration Sanct 

• 11:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight-

Communion Vigil Venue 

 

NOTE: 

Dec. 22-Jan. 1 

Church office & CEC closed 

Dec. 29: Church Finance Office open for year

-end giving assistance ONLY - by appoint-

ment. 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Please call 

Lynnette Baez, Finance Manager at 828-456-

3993 x101. 
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Long’s Chapel Ministry Team 
 

Chris Westmoreland, Lead Pastor: chris@longschapel.com  

Justin Lowe, Associate Pastor: lowe@longschapel.com 

Tim McConnell, Assistant Pastor/Congregational Care: mcconnell@longchapel.com 

Caroline Merrell, Director of Worship: merrell@longschapel.com 

Sally Hundley, Director of Children’s Ministries: hundley@longschapel.com 

Shawn Winburn, Director of Student Ministries: winburn@longschapel.com 

Lindsey Ebaugh, Youth Coordinator: ebaugh@longschapel.com 

Carrie Carpenter, Adult Spiritual Growth & Connections Director: carrie@longschapel.com 

Perry Hines,  Director, The Open Door: opendoor@longschapel.com 

Candice Freeman, Director, Child Enrichment Center: cec@longschapel.com 

Torry Pinter, Church Administrator: pinter@longschapel.com  

For some, “A Christmas Story” will immediately evoke the thoughts of the Christ Child, born in Bethlehem to Mary and 
Joseph after the Angel proclaimed that this child would be Emmanuel (God with us).  For others, the words “A Christmas 
Story” bring to mind images of Little Ralphie and his Red Rider B-B Gun, either dressed in a bunny suit or celebrating 
Christmas dinner to the tune, “Fa-Ra-Ra-Ra-Ra”.   

This year we will take the sacred story of the birth of Jesus AND the fictional story of Little Ralphie to see what God wants 
to say. We will laugh and cry as we journey through the sacred story mixed with movie clips from one of America’s 
favorite Christmas characters.  If the message of Christmas is finding the Christ that is born in our very midst, through 
clips, stories, Scripture and song, we will unearth that message together in worship.  Come join us!   
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